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Attendees: 
Sarah Wade Mark Baudermann Dala Giffin Brett Douvia 
Joel Noble Athena Eisenman Michelle Rabouin Paul Ryan 
Quenton Sonnenfeld Ethel Brock George Reither Jhon Mues 
David Wade Lee Kaley Doug Raitt Jeff Kay 
Bob Marusin Teresa Garrison Kip Cheroutes Julie Hock-Noble 
Jess Ortiz Gardner Hamon Loretta Daniel Joanne True 
Kelsey Robinson Mac Callison Erin Pulling Kris Anderson 
Donny Dornbusch Armando Diaz De Leon David Meyer John Vigil 
 

The RTD East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) project team conducted 
corridor-wide meetings on November 8th and 9th, 2006 as part of the on-going community 
outreach process.  These notes reflect the meeting held on November 8th.  The primary purpose 
of the November corridor-wide meetings was to disseminate, discuss, and answer questions 
regarding the identification of recommended alternatives that will be carried forward in the 
Draft EIS (DEIS).  Small group discussions were conducted.  Comment sheets were also 
provided for the attendees. 

  The meeting included an open house with boards that focused on the following: 

 

Date/Time: November 8, 2006/5:00 P.M.  

Location: Montbello Recreation Center   

East Corridor  

Recommended Alignment: 
72nd Avenue 

The East Corridor Alignment follows the Union Pacific Railroad (UP) corridor 
between Denver Union Station (DUS) and Airport Boulevard and follows the Peña 
Transportation Corridor to Denver International Airport (DIA). 

Recommended Commuter 
Rail Technology: Electric 
Multiple Unit (EMU)  

The EMU technology would use overhead electricity to power the train. 

Recommended Stations and 
Platforms 

In addition to DUS, eight stations are included in the East Corridor: 40th/40th, 
Colorado, Central Park, Peoria, 40th/Airport, 64th/Peña, 72nd/Himalaya, and DIA.  
Space for platforms will be cleared at Monaco and at Chambers, but stations are 
not recommended at these locations.  

Recommended Commuter 
Rail Maintenance Facility: 
UP 36th Street Yard West 

The UP 36th Street Yard West could serve the East, North Metro, and Northwest 
Rail Corridors, and potentially the Gold Line if needed.  
The Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) 31st Street Yard Commuter Rail 
Maintenance Facility will also be evaluated in the DEIS, but the recommended site 
is UP 36th Street Yard West. 
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I.  SUMMARY OF COMMENT SHEETS 
The following section details the comments received to date from the comment sheets 
distributed at the meeting.  These comments are recorded verbatim. 
 
1.  What comments do you have regarding the East Corr idor  recommended technology, 
Electr ic Multiple Unit (EMU)? 

·  Make sure EMU trains have luggage compartments.  Overhead bags tend to fall. 
·  Good plan.  Less environmental impact. 
·  I think it is best for the people and environment.  
 

2.  What comments do you have regarding the East Corr idor  recommended maintenance 
facility location, the UP 36th Street Yard West? 

·  Good location, will add to an area that needs new “paint.”  
·  It makes the most sense since there is already some sort of rail facility. 

 

East Corridor 2030 Daily 
Ridership 

Commuter rail ridership projections and station activity for the year 2030. 

Bus Operations in the East 
Corridor 

Current and potential future bus operations in the East Corridor.  

Land Use, Zoning, 
Population, and Employment 

Present-day data within the East Corridor study area boundaries.  

Right of Way Impacts 
Potential right of way impacts identified based on location of alignment, stations, 
and commuter rail maintenance facility.   

Potential Noise and 
Vibration Impacts 

Map identifying where potential noise and vibration impacts could occur and 
potential mitigation measures. 

Central Corridor/Downing Street Extension  

Recommended 
Alignment/Technology: Rail 
Transit Alignment between 
Civic Center and the East 
Corridor at 40th Avenue/40th 
Street 

In-street rail transit operations would connect Civic Center to the East Corridor 
with seven stops in between. Connection and transfer to regional light rail 
service would be made at the 20th/Welton station. A single light rail vehicle or a 
streetcar would service the alignment. 

Alignment Comparison 
Table identifying similarities and differences between streetcar and 3-car light 
rail alignments. 

Vehicle Comparison 
Table identifying similarities and differences between a streetcar vehicle and a 
single car light rail vehicle. 

Sample Trips 
Amount of time required to make transit (bus and rail) trips from the Central 
Corridor to select destinations. 

Stop Options on Downing 
Street 

Stop options at 33rd/Downing and 35th/Downing. 

Land Use, Zoning, 
Population, and Employment 

 Present-day data within the Central Corridor/Downing Street study area. 

Traffic and Circulation 
    Existing and future traffic and circulation data within the Central  
    Corridor/Downing Street study area. 
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3.  What comments do you have regarding the 72nd Avenue alignment recommended for  
the nor theast corr idor? 

·  Are there any environmental impacts?  Station location would be great potential for 
more transit-oriented development.  Maybe locate near hotels. 

·  Plans have moved forward to the betterment.  
·  Like the alignment.  Would like to look at the proposed station location – possible 

move to the west near (illegible) street alignment. 
·  This is very much needed with the commercial and residential building. 

 
4.  What comments do you have regarding the streetcar  alignment and/or  vehicle 
technology options recommended for  the Central Corr idor /Downing Street extension? 

·  Streetcar cost vs. light rail info should be provided.  Just for information, scale of 
reference.  Love the Broadway/Lincoln loop. 

·  I don’ t know enough about the need to really comment. 
 
5.  What comments do you have regarding the recommended East Cor r idor  station sites? 

·  Additional stations not required.  Extends length of travel time. 
·  I think they are good as long as some sort of connector is provided to get people 

from the stop where they want to go. 
 
6.  Any other  comments or  questions? 

·  Very inquiry friendly.  Good job.  
 
 
II.  SUMMARY OF COMMENT CARDS  
The following section summarizes comments that were received by the staff in the open house 
portion of the corridor-wide meeting. 
 

·  Concerned about two-way traffic on Downing and left turns in and out of the church at 
37th and Downing. 

·  Will some of the bus routes stop if East Corridor is implemented? 
Answer: Yes, there will be changes to the existing bus service. 

·  Will station parking be free for overnight parking? 
Answer: At this point, yes. 

·  What is the margin of error in ridership numbers? 
Answer: Ridership forecasts are based on assumptions of future population and 
employment and the surrounding transportation network.  The more realistic those 
assumptions are, the better the forecasts.  The models that generate the forecasts are 
tested to make sure that they accurately reflect current conditions so that they are more 
effective in forecasting future ridership potential. 

·  Is future zoning taken into account in modeling? 
Answer: Yes. 

·  Maybe reroute the 48 to serve the 40th/40th station. 
·  Without a Monaco station, good bus service is needed to serve Park Hill residents and 

connect them with stations.  Examples: routes 38, 44, 65, and 73. 
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·  Will this rail service affect the parking business at the airport?   
Answer: Potentially, if people decide to take transit to the airport instead of parking at 
DIA. 

·  This is going to be good.  I know a lot of people will use this. 
·  Identify Denver and Aurora limits on station area maps that are applicable. 
·  Maintenance facility shouldn’ t preclude transit-oriented development and connections 

to Brighton Boulevard. 
·  I like the streetcar recommendation because it doesn’ t impact Inner City Health Center. 

 
 
III. SUMMARY OF SCRIPTS 
The corridor-wide meeting included several discussion tables (each facilitated by a project 
team member) that focused on different issues: East Corridor, Central Corridor/Downing Street 
extension, Community Issues and Right of Way.  The discussion tables provided a format for 
the public to be able to voice their concerns, ask questions, or comment on project related 
issues.  Notes were taken at each table and are highlighted here. 
East Corr idor  

1. Will there be a connection on the Downing Street extension to the airport? 
Answer: Yes, you will be able to transfer at the 40th/40th station and take the commuter rail 
line to DIA. 
2. I was on board with the plan that was introduced initially to have an alignment adjacent 

to the arsenal that went down Havana on the UP corridor. It was more scenic, why is 
the alignment down Smith Road now? 

Answer: The Havana and 56th Avenue alignment does not provide access as well as the 
alignment along Smith Road. 
3. There is bad blood between Denver and Aurora, the cross county alignment would 

eliminate that problem. 
4. The I-225 corridor should tie with the East Corridor. There will be 60,000 people in 

that area with Fitzsimmons. 
5. There is a problem on Peoria getting enough land for the project (I-225). I hear that this 

is a set-back. 
6. There is a lot of traffic on Peoria and I-70 going to Montbello. This corridor would be a 

godsend, it would help people get downtown and people could leave their cars at home, 
that would be great. 

7. Are all alignments within the Peña Transportation Corridor? 
Answer: Yes, the platform and tracks will be within the Peña Transportation Corridor 
right-of-way. 
8. Will the platform for the 64th/Peña station be north or south of 64th?  
Answer: It has not been decided yet.  
9. Cities are not designed so that you can walk to/from station locations. Stations are not 

destinations. We would like to be able to rent a car at the station and go to a meeting or 
destination, then drive back to the station and return the car. We are into independence 
with vehicles. There could be a private system where you could pre-register for a rental 
car, swipe a card and get the rental car or if you own a car, you could drive to the 
station, ride transit, ride to a station, rent a rental car and drive back to the station and 
pick up your car. The license, etc. would have to be pre-approved for the rental car. 
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This would promote transit ridership with more energy-efficient cars. There is a 
protection element, no one would be walking unfamiliar streets or waiting at a bus stop 
at night. Would there be space at station locations for such an enterprise? If more 
people work at home and occasionally have to go on-site to work this option would be 
convenient. You should have this option in mind when planning stations. 

Answer: It is something to consider for the future. 
10. I’m from Bicycle Aurora. Colorado has a good bicycle climate. There should be 

pedestrian areas at stations. Keep in mind how you will get bikes in and out of stations. 
How does it flow to keep bicyclists safe getting in and out of station locations?  Bike 
lockers and bike racks are an excellent idea. Bike lanes guiding people to station 
locations are a good way to keep bicyclists safe. Curbs are hard for bicycles. Conflicts 
between bikes and cars should be eliminated.  

11. At the last meeting, you said that you couldn’ t put light rail in the right-of-way. What is 
happening now? 

Answer: UP does not want light rail in their right-of-way because it is not Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) crash complaint. We have introduced EMU as an 
alternative to light rail. It is electric and is FRA complaint. 
12. Can this alignment take you to other destinations? 
Answer: This alignment will get you from DIA to DUS in about 30 minutes.  
13. I’d like to make sure the EMU has overhead luggage compartments. 

 
Central Cor r idor /Downing Street Extension 

1. I’d like to see a timed transfer at 20th/Welton Station. 
2. What are the limits of usage with this line? What happens when capacity is reached? 
Answer: The cars are extendable and we have the ability to add cars to accommodate 
growth. 
3. I have concerns with light rail’s weight on the infrastructure. 

 
Community Issues 

1. I have general air quality questions and am interested in lessons learned from other 
transit systems like San Diego, Atlanta, and D.C. 

2. What are community issues? 
Answer: Right-of-way and potential relocation are the main issues. 

 
Right of Way 

1. Will there be impacts to businesses due to this project? 
Answer: There are some businesses that will be acquired for the East Corridor, but mostly 
near station areas.  Most of the property is coming from the UP or Denver.   
2. Will companies continue to have access to the railroad spur? 
Answer: Negotiations with UP are in process, no decisions are final, but all businesses 
should still be served. 
3. Are you going to build new track or use existing tracks? 
Answer: New tracks will be built on existing right-of-way. 
4. I am concerned about my property near Smith Road.  
5. I am concerned about oil lines in the UP right of way.  There are large gas lines 

underground next to the UP line. 
6. Is there any potential that properties affected by noise will be bought? 
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Answer: No, properties will be mitigated for but not bought. All information on this 
process will be presented in the DEIS. 
7. Is RTD aware of the utilities under the right of way? 
Answer: RTD is collecting information from utility companies. 

 


